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Foreword 
 

September was full of exciting development at FSII. 

FSII is pleased to announce the successful leadership transition. The 

new leadership team gratefully acknowledges the enormous and 

committed efforts of the founding and former Board members, since 

inception, who laid the foundation of FSII’s reputation, growth, and 

recognition as a pioneering industry association for Indian seed 

sector. With the new team at its helm, FSII is all set to progress and 

further cement its position as a ‘knowledge-driven’ federation of 

research-based seeds companies in India. 

  

Further, FSII jointly organized with IFPRI, a national seminar on Regulations and Governance in Seed 

Sector in India, addressing vital regulatory and policy issues. Attended by private sector, government, and 

other industry stakeholders, the seminar covered topics such as promoting innovations, encouraging 

technology adoption, attracting new investments in R&D, trade and more that are relevant to ensure Indian 

seed sector remains on a strong footing in the Amrit Kaal.  

 

We are also excited to announce an MoU with APSA (Asia Pacific Seed Alliance) and TNAU (Tamil Nadu 

Agricultural University), to support research, education, and training for young graduate students. This 

alliance aims to equip and nurture students into ‘industry-ready’ professionals with essential technical and 



soft skills, fostering innovation, and entrepreneurship.  

 

We are cruising on our path with unwavering dedication to serve our members and advance our industry's 

interests. We look forward to your valuable inputs and suggestions. 

 

NEW LEADERSHIP TEAM AT FSII 

  

Position Name Designation & Organization 

Chairman Mr. Ajai Rana CEO, Savannah Seeds Pvt Ltd 

Vice Chairman – 
Field Crops 

Dr. Rajvir Rathi Head - Agricultural Policy & Stakeholder 
Affairs, Bayer Crop Science Limited 

Vice Chairman – 
Veg Crops 

Mr. Shirish Barwale Director, Maharashtra Hybrid Seeds Co 
Pvt Ltd 

Finance Director Mr. Venkatram 
Vasantavada 

MD & CEO, Seedworks International 
Pvt Ltd. 

Member Mr. S. Nagarajan Chief Operating Officer, Rallis India Ltd 

Member Ms. Anuja Kadian Government Affairs Director for Asia 
Pacific, Corteva Agriscience 

Member Mr. Sanjay Kumar 
Singh 

Territory Head- South Asia (Veg), 
Syngenta India Private Limited 

Member Mr. Rajendran 
Ramasami 

MD, Rasi Seeds Pvt Ltd 

Member Mr. Senthilnathan 
Sengottuvelu 

Chairman & MD, ACSEN Hyveg Pvt Ltd 

Member Mr. Sameer Sawant President - Seeds Business, Namdhari 
Seeds Pvt Ltd 

Member Mr. Atul Sah Business Head, VNR Seeds Pvt Ltd 
 

  

 



 

 

  

INDIA 

  

 

  

CRISPR Mustard Produces Oil with Low 

Pungency 

 



Researchers from the National Institute of Plant Genome Research in New Delhi, 

India, used the gene editing tool CRISPR to come up with mustard plants with low 

levels of glucosinolate in seeds, but high amounts in leaves. This breakthrough 

paves the way for production of palatable mustard oil.... 

 

Read full article... 

  

 

Seeds for growth: 

How technology 

can boost Indian 

agriculture 

  

 

Farm scientists 

told to identify 

novel genes in 

wild varieties to 

improve yield 

  

 

ASEAN agrees to 

strengthen food 

security, nutrition 

in facing crisis 

  

 

Countries from 

Global South 

urged to 

harmonize 

regulatory 

frameworks on 

biotechnology 
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Norway Approves Plant-derived Omega-3 Oil for 

Aquafeed 

The Norwegian Food Safety Authority (NFSA) granted approval for Aquaterra® 

Omega-3 oil for use in fish feed applications according to a statement released on 

June 28, 2023. It is said to be a more sustainable source of omega-3 oil as it reduces 

utilization of the world's marine resources while enhancing aquaculture growth.... 

 

Read full article... 

  

 

Why we should 

embrace gene 

editing 

  

 

Sequestering 

carbon on a 

gigaton scale: How 

gene editing can 

 

Study Highlights 

Impact of GE 

Crops in Global 

Agri Output 

  

 

USDA won’t 

regulate 

genetically 

engineered 
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address climate 

change by 

reducing 

atmospheric 

emissions 

  

walnuts, easing 

commercialization 
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5x increase in rice yields? New CRISPR-created 

variety could help fight fungal pandemic 

decimating world’s rice crop 
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Rice provides more than 20% of the world’s calories, but every year, rice blast wipes 

out 10-30% of the world’s rice crops, making it a major threat to both global food 

security and economies that depend on rice production... 

 

Read full article... 

  

 

International 

Research Team 

Releases 

Complete 

Sequence of 

Einkorn Wheat 

Genome 

  

 

Researchers to 

Collaborate in 

Developing Smart 

Breeding Methods 

for More Resilient 

Crops 

  

 

Scientists Develop 

GABA-fortified, 

Drought Tolerant 

Rice Plants 

  

 

Sequencing the 

watermelon family 

tree reveals ‘lost’ 

disease-resistance 

genes that were 

bred out 

generations ago 
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For more information about Federation of Seed Industries of India visit 

www.fsii.in 
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